


MENTAL HEALTH

m In New York State, Blacks are almost three times as likely as their White counterparts to
be subjected to court-ordered mental health treatment, and Latinos are twice as likely.
Article 5.

HOUSING

m African Americans are over b times as likely, and Latino borrowers almost 4 times as
likely, as White borrowers to receive high-cost home purchase loans. These sub-prime loans
increase the likelihood of home foreclosure. Not surprisingly, 90% of people living in home-
less shelters are Black and/or Latino. Article 2.

m New York is the most segregated major metropolitan area for Latinos in the United
States, and the eighth-most segregated area for African-Americans. Article 3.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

m Blacks and Latinos make up about half the general New York City population, but
constitute 91% of the jail population. Over 92 percent of those serving drug-related sen-
tences are Black and Latino. The majority of youth arrested for marijuana possession are
black and Latino, yet the City's own statistics show that White youth are more likely to
use illegal substances—such as marijuana—than Black youth. Article 2.

m Last year, over half of police stops involved black suspects, 29% involved Latinos, while
only 11% involved whites. When stopped, 46% of Blacks and Latinos were frisked com-
pared to 29% of white suspects, even though white suspects were 70% more likely than
black suspects to have a weapon. Article 5.

CHILD WELFARE

m Black and Latino children constitute an overwhelming 86% of the child welfare system.
In fact, half of the City's caseloads come from 15 community districts that are primarily
Black and Latino. Furthermore, a study of Black children in New York City showed that they
are also more than twice as likely as White children to be removed from the home after a
substantiated substance abuse claim. Article 2.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

m Women of color are arrested more often than White women when the police arrive at the
scene of a domestic violence incident. In particular, police are more likely to arrest Black
women due to stereotypes of them as overly aggressive. In New York City, one study found
that more than 70% of the cases in which both partners in a domestic dispute were arrest-
ed involved racial minorities. Article 6.

IMMIGRATION AND NATIONAL SECURITY

m Despite laws that mandate the availability of language assistance services by health
care providers to LEP patients, 75% of hospitals in New York City do not provide consis-
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tent and meaningful language access along key points of the health delivery process.
Article 5.

m The informal sector, which is characterized by exploitative working conditions and very
few labor protections, is composed predominantly of people of color. One in five of the
immigrant population in New York City is undocumented, and must therefore work in the
informal sector. An overwhelming 95% of domestic workers are people of color, 99%
are foreign-born, and 93% are women. Article 5

VOTING RIGHTS

m One in five New Yorkers is disenfranchised because of their status as non-citizen, and
78% of all non-citizens are people of color. Likewise, a disproportionate number of peo-
ple disenfranchised due to incarceration or parole are Black and Latino. Article 2.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The City is encouraged to adopt the following recommendations in order to remedy discrimi-
nation and comply with its obligations under CERD. Prompt passage of the proposed Human
Rights in Government Operations Audit Law (Human Rights GOAL) is a first and crucial step
to adopting these recommendations. Please note that each chapter of this report also contains
recommendations specific to its subject area.

m ADOPTION OF CERD’S DEFINITION OF DISCRIMINATION

The definition of discrimination in CERD is more expansive than the definition of
discrimination in the City’s current civil rights laws. The City should adopt this more
expansive definition.

m GATHERING AND DISSEMINATING DISAGGREGATED DATA

One of the most difficult challenges in analyzing race disparities and the disparate impact
of government policies and practices on people of color is the unavailability of racially dis-
aggregated data. The City should develop a city-wide database to collect and publish per-
formance and service data disaggregated at least by race and gender, and appropriately dis-
aggregated by immigration status, sexual orientation, and gender identity. Furthermore, the
City should institute separate categories for the four largest Asian groups in New York City,
as well as for the Middle-Eastern and Arab populations.

m_DEVELOPING A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN TO COMPLY WITH CERD

The City should develop a comprehensive and proactive plan to identify and remedy discrim-
inatory policies and practices that have a disproportionate effect based on race, gender, and
immigration status, as well as all the protected classes in current New York City civil rights
laws. The plan should include the creation of an independent agency to monitor and enforce
compliance with CERD.
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